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I couldn't I'msorry I... 
say no Someone like 

to your me, getting 
friendship... close to you... 


I'm sorry... 











































T'lturn 


myself in It's scary, 
goon, so isn't it? I'm 
untilthenz | You've really 
won't get been witha lorry. 
any clo- murderer all i 
this time... 














I told you, 
didn’t I? When 
the time comes 

for you to tell 
me, ho matter 
what it is, we'll 
live through it 
as friends. 


So... 
we're 
| friends, 

So... 
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| Something 
like that 
happening to 
a Friend... 


Set 














| 


T 
















We won'+ 
be able +o 
see each 
other for 
along time, 
will we? 


Just when... 
I thought 
we'd have 

so much fun 
these three 
years as 
neighbors... 












Tf you 
turn 
yourself 














wecan I'msorry, 
josh 
have onabe I'mgoing back 


some other tomy room. 
Tneed to clear 


my head... 


Alright... 






































































































































































































































ALESHA 
eoeee. HI Il 
Ca aos 
ih 
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Yes..! MI | s Aya- 
chaaarn! 
Lie WM ~ Thon 
me a / ai Va 
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| rs ia —T 
ae Did you 
ad: ul tak with 
2 | = —s . Minakami- 
) ee > i may . san? 









































































































































She said 


Thaven't she needed 
seenher to clear her 
today yet. head... 




















T'llbe the ‘ Whatever 
one to blame happens, 
for allof it. : 








It would 
be better if 
you didn't put 
the blame on Hl 
yourself all 
the time. 




















Imight 
be just 
whining, 
though... 







But... 
It's easier 
that way... 
























































You, yourself, 
are Mij i 
Kana’s darkness, 

















~ » \ j If I’ 
‘dark- 





Then if 
she gets nessr, 
rid of it... 


That's 

















You have Stop.. 
no right to Don't be 
be scared scared, 
of being 


rejected... 
























































































“It would 
have been 


better if Don't 
we hadn't tellme 
become 


friends!" 



























I'mvery 
happy I 
met you, 
Aya-chan. 


That won't 
change, 
ho matter 
what 
happens. 








I'm sorry 
about 
yesterday. 
It really 
surprised 

me so... 





My head 
went 

completely 

blank... 













But... 
even after 


anges set 
Tags , for awhole 


day... 
fa 
i Tstill 


want to 
be your 


| friend. 
a, 
fer 














































Why do 
you and 
senpai... 


«go that 
far for— 


But... 
r'm...a 
murderer! 


I don't 
know why. 











Aya-chan, 
if Nakayama- 
senpai was 
in the same 
position 
as you, 


would 
you hate 
her? 












I could 
never... 

















































































































































































Back then... 
I was just 
jealous of| 
the other 
families... 


























And now 
I’ve been 
given too 
much,,, 






































I want 
to become 
someone who 
wouldn’t be | 
ashamed of 
being with 
them. 



























































































Are 
the lyrics 
going to be 
finished 


soon? 














That's 
fine! Take 
your time. 





No... I'm 

actually 
rewriting 

them... 





Idon't 
reaaaally 


time, you 
know? 


mind if you 


take your 














Since you're 
hot turning 
yourself in 

until they‘re 

finished, 




















I don't 
know how 
toreply 
to that... 
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Class Selection Survey 


First Year, Class 
Name 


-Special Class -Sciences 
-Humanities 1 -Humanities 2 








Are you going 
with sciences? what are 
You're good at you choosing, 
Aya-chan? 
























What should 


I choose... Uh... 
Tstillhave no Maybe... 
idea what I Sciences... 


want to do... 






































Thanks! 
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Senpai, you're 
planning tobe a 
musician in the 
future, right? 









There's 
no way 
I could 

bea 
musician. 
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Do you really 
think I have 
achance at 

going pro? 
No way! 












Then, 
what do 
you want 
tobe, 
senpai? 














And you 
can't do 

thatasa 
profes- 

sional. 









Ijust 

want 
to sing 
whatever 
Iwant, 
however 














Play music I think 
on my time T'lljust 

off and live work 
life at my some 
own pace. normal 


job, 

















I thought 
you'd 
become 
famous... 


















were 
youreally 
expecting 
that? 






































































































Winn), 
What 
Is there | about 
anything : ou, Aya- 
abe like Cc) . are 
0 do? 














Do Ireally 


havea 
future...? 
































Allz 
want is... 


Tobe 
hormal 
one day. 











But you 
arenormal, 
Aya-chan. 

















aot The only 
"invisibility", abieha 







right? you 


















Idon't 
know how 
to reply 
to that... 





























HAHAH! 























I have to 
make things 
right before 
I'm gone... 





















































Where's | ~ 


mom? 














So she 
started 
working... 















At her 
part 
time job. 















































uh wi, 
((' ! 




















No. I did think 
it might have 
been you, but... 



















It was three 
days after 
you yelled 

that time... 


















I'm going to turn 
myself in soon, 


























Please 
don't tell her 
anything. 


but please don't 
tell anyone else 
before then. 











Iwant to 
be the one 
to tell mom. 





























After 


Please ti 
take care of a ae 
mom while I'm mee 


hot here... 




















You got 
hothing to is when you 
apologize I'm sorry... get out 
For pushing of college... 
all of this Work hard... 
onto you... and 
expecting 
you to take 
care of all 
of it... 
And please 
don't cause 
her any 
trouble. 













What's wrong 
with alittle 
sister relying 
onher older 
brother? 






























Besides, 
Tlost count 


So I can't 
blame you. i fF how many 
times I wanted 
to kill that 
guy myself... 








Youcan 
leave the 
house to 





















































I only know a 


Even so, I’ve i“ of ee 
always wanted bs ree 
him to help between 
him and our 


mom. 
parents... 





Son, 











I wonder when 
the last time 
I felt like I 
could depend 
on him was... 
















My family 
gave me any 
peace of 
mind was. 


I wonder 
when the 
last time 




































































we have 
pork today! 
> 




























Kana, 


Inthe || is there 
future? | anything 
you want 
to doin the 
future? 














Tlike I think being 

exercise aPE teacher 

and school wouldn't be a 
bad idea... 





That 
sounds 
perfect 
for you. 


PE 
teacher... 










Well then, 
see you 
tomorrow! 







Sure. 
| Goodluck on 

your exams 
\ tomorrow! 





























I think I was 
able to sort 
out most of 
my feelings 
today, 








Frojwtere 
iipeloras 


























| All 
| that’s 
left 
isu 

















































So your 
last day 
is January 





It's too 
bad, but I 7 
understand. / Sena 
though you 
\ were sokind 
tome... 
Well, please c 
keep up the oe 


good work 
until then. 





w/in 


Also, Minakami- 
sanis here too, 
and he’s also 
helping me now, 

it seems. It'll 
be alright. 











Thank 
youvery 
much. 


\ 





































































































nite 


/ ‘ll sal 
Mal 
A 




























































































“Shiori-senpai 


\finished the lyrics. 





































Be careful 
walking 
at night! Yes, 
Senpai! 
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I want to T 
singit as I really 

soon as Hees 
like it! 


possible! 





























I don't know 
what else 
could make 
me happier, 
really. 





I'm so glad 
youlikedit, 












take the 
hotebook, if 


| 
Oh, you can 
you want. | 


Tr 


I 












T'll make a copy of 
this at the conve- 
hience store! I gotta 
start writing the 
song tomorrow! 








It's dangerous 
for agirl to walk 
alone at night... 



















peers! By the way, would 
| youlike to spend 
the night here? 
=\ Winter holiday 
S\ starts tomorrow... 

















Alright. 
I can't make 
youworry, 


T'lstay 
Aya-chan. 


the night. 









WN 














who could 
itbe at 
this hour? 








y No, but youit 















sounded like 
CaniI? you two were 
having fun ‘Sorry, 
chatting away did Imake 
|. so Iwanted too much 


tojoinin too. noise? 


course! 













Hello, 










AAH, these there, Hi 
lyrics! || Minakami- ipa 


senpai! 











Treeeeally 
liked them. 












I want Kana 
to hear 
the finished 
song first! 























Okay. You'llbe making 
That's right. Icanwait a songout of 
Sorry, Aya- until then. them, Nakaya- 


ma-senpai? 



















Gs 
Va 


Lege 








=< ZN 3 Senpai. 

















Y 
a 
When 
winter 
holiday 
ig over, 





eeeeee 


Thank 
youvery 














































WANNA 
MAKE 
CHEESE 
FONDUE? 















LET'S i ~Sure. 
BUUCAKE J \J That's very 
TOO! christmas-y 


isn’t it? 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Actually, 
it's my 
first time 
eatingit... 




































































Yeah... She 
toldus to 
hot wait 
for her but 
r'dstilllike 
toeatit to- 
gether... 








Nakayama- 
senpai sure 
is late... 














Ong 
Ong 





I finished 
\ the song! 





It 
just kept 
coming 
tome! 


That 
was pretty 
fast! 








WHA-WHAT 
LS THAT?! 
IT LOOKS 

DELICIOUS! 

THE SONG 

CAN WALT 
UNTILL AFTER 
WE EAT. 




















“The Song 
we Sang 
That Day" 























She always smiles for me 

and I wish I could smile with her. 
When you're singing by my side, 
before I know it, 

my heart sings along with you. 


I don't know when I found myself here, 
in & place I want to call home. 

But I'll always be waiting for the day 
when I can sing here with you. 

waiting for the day 


When my heart will sing again. 





It was so clear at the time, 
but now I’ve gotten lost 

on the way home. 

But maybe that’s not so bad 
because, while I wandered 
the streets lost, 

You were there singing. 


can I endure it for a little longer? 
The darkness is coming closer. 

I won't be able to find 

my way home once it’s dark. 

I don’t want to go home. 


When I think back 

to those days that I thought 
“this might be 

the best day of my life”, 

all I can think is 
“weren't those days great” 


I wish we could be together 

Just a little longer. 

I can stay a while longer and play, 
but it// be time 

for her piano lessons soon, 

so I'll say goodbye. 


I wish we could be together 
just a little longer. 

But I should go home 
before it gets too dark. 

I can smell mom's cooking 
from the kitchen. 

So I'll wash 

my hands. 



























































LET'S SPEND 
NEW UEAR'S 
TOGETHER! 


Chapter 20 
That Day, The First Day 
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Should we 
spend the 
night some- 
where? 















ag But the 

wee hotels are 

I did t probably 
say we'd all booked 

Imeant we leave already, 
couldjust have town. aren't 
fun around here they? 

and spend the 


hight at some- 
one’s house. 




















But I've 












Then let's Wel eteat That's 
jen le hew year's 
go out some- eve with pretty much 
where for friends what we 
the day. before! always do. 




















Amusic Is there 
store. anywhere Alright! 
you'dlike Let's plan 


it out. 














THEN WHAT 
ABOUT THAT 
00H 
tC HUGE MALL 
prints , THAT OPENED 


IN THE FALL? 









It probably isn't 
a goodidea to 
make too much 
noise in this 
apartment 

late at night. 









So where 
do we spend 
the night? 






if wecan 
And then meet up in 






check out the morning, 

allthe catchatrain 
stores. to the mall, 
eat some- 





thing there, 















My parents’ 
house isin 
the opposite 
direction 
from the mall 

taking the 
train. 













Yes, it's 
totally 
fine! 


What, 
really? 



















And my 
prefab 
is too 

cramped... 


Is there 
anywhere 
else... 














we could 
spendit inmy 
room at my 
parents’ 
house. 























ALRIGHT, 
IT'S SETTLED! 
FOR DINNER 
WE'LL ALL CHIP 
IN AND MAKE 
SUKIYAKI! 

















December 31st 











Y 


\. 


WA 


Lf 


NA {Hf 






MORNIN’! 


— 
aren 





Good 
morning... 


Good 
morning! 






















She was 
too excited 
for today 
and couldn't 
sleep. 





























































































































It's still 
eleven, 
but want 
























Hm... 









There are Where 
foes ; should 
place: pat we go? 


should I 
choose... 












THE 
TONKATSU 


‘WHAT?! A 
BEEF TONGUE 
RESTAURANT?! 






























































Aya-chan, 
are you okay 
with it? 






It does 
look deli- 






That, 
right? 









































Sp govern 

















It's amazing | 

when youmix | 

it with the 

egg yolk. 
i) 


‘| This sauce 
goes really 


‘| so tender... figs: 
well with it... 





























That 
clothes 








store! 





Okay! 






7 what do 
you want 


to see 
first? 





Ooh, you 
don't seem 
too inter- 
estedin 
clothes, 
Aya-chan. 


You 
usually 
wear 
the same 
hoodie and 
skirt. 


I don't go 


clothes 
shopping 


very often. 



























Ihave ¥ Th.. then 
some T'llbuy 

money the one 
from that 


my part Tlike 














You're 
on! 








Let's see 
who can 
dress 
Aya-chan 




















































































Aya-chan's 
cute so there 
are alot of 
things that 
suit her. 




















































he 











I got this Are you 
month's pay- sure you 
check for my should be 
part time job buying 


so it's fine. both? 














































































































































































































































































































Thank 
you for 
picking 





welcome! 








making tsu- }f 

kiyaki,can NB Pardon the 
y we use the /| 7a intrusion! 
if \ \ kitchen? /| 


































































































T Aya-chan, 
you won't. 
stay at your 
parents’ 
even though 


















































The happiest 
time in my 
entire life 

Is over, 





























Gyo lt is 
sera Bg 
Schaal 

“a 







































wo if my 
father were 
still here and 
I stayed the 
way I was? 





Orgwould I 
neverJhave 
metysenpai 
and 
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What's 
wrong? 








Welcome 
back, Aya- 
chan. 











Thave 
to talk to 
you about 


something. 










































You want 
to talk? 


































































































ee 
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No... It 
was for 
myself. 








Iwanted 

things to 

be easier, 
sol... 





























Why are you 
turning your- 
self in now? 


It's already 
beena year. 




















Ayear 
ago Ihad 
nothing. 














No place I 
wanted to 
go home to, 
no friends 
Iwanted 
tobe with, 
nothing I 
wanted 
No dreams, a — todo, 

no hopes... 

































If I'dlet 
myself be 
punished then, 
Iwouldn't 
have felt 
anything. 


Thad nothing 
to lose, so the 
punishment 
wouldn't have 
meant any- 

thing... 


| 





























You have 
something 
you don't 
want to 
lose? 








Things i 
that are so 
precious 




















Can 
\| ask you 
some- 
\ thing? 


























But when we 


were younger 
I suppose 
there was . 
: you wouldn't 
no one else in 
understand, 
the world who Aya-chan.. 


could make 
me laugh 
like him. 









We met when 
we were in 
college. 








And back then, 
Ireally did 
enjoy spending 
time with 
your father. 

























Those must 











No, 
worderta x think 1 do 
days you understand. 

spent 


together. 








Your 
hah nie And also... 
she wasa your father's 
wonderful mother... 


person. 








I remember her 


And I thought role 
everything would eee ome, 
be alright with that boy can't 
someone like live without 
you, please 
her as my own js ties 


family now. ° 
7 care of him". 



















But she 
passed away 
before you 
were born. 













He left his After that, your 
parents’ home father had a huge 
and never fight with your 

went back... grandfather. 








And I had to And then 

spend all my you were 

time looking born, Aya- 
after you and chan. 


your brother. 











That's 
not true. 

















we made 
you and your 
brother 
go through 
some terrible 
things... 


Iknow 
that as your 
parents, 








| Because 
| youwere 


\ 
\ 
\ 


tH 
\ Hl 

. i AM 
WI 

x AM 
ein 
Aa 
ul 
| 
, 


here. 

















Inever thought || 
itwas terrible. |, 








I'm so sorry 
I couldn't 
be abetter 
daughter. 
































































































There's 
nothing in the 
world more 


Whatever 
happens, 


precious to 
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Do you | Just, 








What a coincidence, f 
I was just thinking X 
the same thing 





seems like good things will happen, 
and bad things too 

somehow good things will happen, 
and bad things too, right? 


And good things will keep happening, 
and so will bad things 

seems like good things wil! happen, 
and bad things too 








What I saw 
was the sky. 


| | anal ') 7 | ‘| Ul 


| a 


J ae Bey st 

























You're 


Yup! I'm oS 
‘ practicing 
five with the 


team again? 













































































































































































































Tapologize 
for the 
trouble. t's 
Aya, I'm 
your grand- 
daughter. 





























T'dlike to 
ask about 
my father... 



















I'm going to My father... 

turn myself Your gon. I'm 

in, but I'd like the one who 
to ask you killed him. 
about him 


before... 































Why did 
youkill 
him? 








He had been 
beating my 
mother for 

the past few 


















She never 


But she left for me 
was at and my 
her limit... brother's 


sake. 














Seeing my I couldn't 
mother being standit 
treated anymore... 


like that. 





Seeing as Ican't 
Ibarely say Iwas 
knew him. /| proud of 





him either, 











‘a 






















All I ever did 
was hammer 
it into his head 
Work was to study so he 
my whole life. could become 
Inever had time a doctor 
to play with him 
and we almost 


never spoke. 












T've been 
thinking about 
so many 
things.. like 
whether I was 

the father I 
should have 
been. 


In the year 
since he died, 
















The only thing 
I gave him 
was the goal 
of becoming 
adoctor. 











I think his 
mother was 
everything 
to him... 




































































while it's true 
that he might 
have beena 
cruel father 
to you... 















he was 
stillmy 















Forgive 
him 
either. 








j Was UNIAN | 


Ay 
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Are you 
going? 











































But Ihave 
to tell you 
how I feel... 





df} 


] Hull 


ui 





It's alright 
if you 
don't turn 
your self in... 








What 
you did... y 
What you did 
wasn't as 
bad as you 








If the guilt is 
ever too much 










If the dark- 
hess starts 
swallowing to bear, I'lldo 
you up, T'll something... 


drag you 
out of it... 





We'llboth 
sink into 
darkness 
together... 
So... 














I don't think 
being punished 
will somehow 
forgive what 
T've done... 
But, 


if I don't accept 
the punishment 
Ideserve..if I 
don't do every- 
thing I can 
to atone 








V 


And I'd end up It'dbe too 
not wantingto —_ painfulbeing 
be with you, at your side... 


senpai... 
ON 















As long 
as you're 
with me... 





darkness 
will Follow. 







Iwant to come 
home to you once 
T've beaten back 

the darkness, 
evenif just 
alittle... 











Thank you... 
so very 
much. 
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I'm 
glad... 












To face my 
punishment, 
Like I 
should be... 

















I want 
to be here. 
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Thank you for reading. 
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